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Registration Authority decision on Change Request no. 2009-004: to update the name 

of the code element [nle] “East Nyala” to “Nyala”. 

The request to change the name of the code element [nle] from “East Nyala” to “Nyala” is rejected at present 

due to ongoing discussion with regard to the Nyala language of Kenya, whether it  should be considered a 

single individual language, or East Nyala and West Nyala should be considered to distinct (though related) 

languages. The history of this change request goes back to the request to change the scope of [luy] Luyia / 

Oluluyia from individual language to macrolanguage. At the time, though “East Nyala” was already a separate 

language, “West Nyala” was included in the dialect list of Luyia in the Ethnologue description (see archived 

15
th
 ed. page http://www.ethnologue.com/15/show_language.asp?code=luy ). However, it was not included in 

the comprehensive request that enumerated new language code elements that are constituents of the Luyia 

macrolanguage. 

A comment received regarding the overall treatment of Nyala in the standard raised concern over treating both 

east and west varieties as a single, mutually intelligible language. In ensuing communication with one of the 

submitters of this request, he acknowledged the need for further discussion and analysis for Nyala. With the 

possibility that this discussion might lead to the conclusion that it is more appropriate to have two separate 

code elements for the east and west varieties, respectively, it is premature to rename the existing code element 

“Nyala”, thereby implying that there is a single Nyala language in the standard. (Such a conclusion for 

separation should find expression in a request to add the western variety as a new code element in the 

standard.) Should the outcome of such discussion arrive at the conclusion that it is appropriate to have a single 

code element for Nyala, the ISO 639-3 RA will be pleased to reconsider its decision on this change request. 
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